The Honourable Dr. Marcus Powlowski 
Member of Parliament for Thunder Bay-Rainy River
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

September     , 2026

Dear Dr. Powlowski,

I am writing as a constituent in your riding. I am deeply concerned about the Nuclear Waste Management Organization (“NWMO”) proposal to transport, process, bury and abandon all of Canada’s high-level nuclear waste at the Revell site in the heart of Treaty 3 Territory in northwestern Ontario. 

I understand that the federal government is considering designating nuclear waste projects – including the NWMO’s Deep Geological Repository (“DGR”) - as a Project of National Interest (“PONI”) or otherwise fast-tracking it through Canada’s proposed revamping of the impact assessment process. Nuclear waste projects are unprecedented in their size, scope, and irreversibility. Decisions made today about transporting, siting, and managing radioactive waste will affect communities, lands, waters, and Indigenous rights for generations. I am urging you to speak up on this issue to protect the integrity of Canada's impact assessment process and ensure nuclear waste projects are never fast-tracked, pre-approved, or exempted from full federal review.
 
As you may be aware, public participation in the planning phase of the impact assessment process from January 5 to July 3, 2026, was contentious and robust. Public feedback was overwhelmingly critical or opposed to the DGR project. As a result of the compelling submissions and comments from Indigenous Nations, environmental advocacy groups and concerned citizens, the project was elevated to an Independent Review Panel. Public comments played a direct role in ensuring that the risks of moving 5.9 million tonnes of high-level nuclear waste over thousands of kilometers along the entire transportation route will be included in the scope of the assessment, despite the NWMO’s position that transportation concerns should not be included.  

Considering the project’s novelty, scale, duration and potential for long-lived and irreversible effects, it would be extremely inappropriate to fast track the approval of this project. The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada must remain the lead authority for nuclear-related impact assessments. It is the federal body with the mandate and expertise to lead independent assessments of major projects, including their environmental, health, social, economic, cumulative, and rights-related impacts. The federal government has proposed granting the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (“CNSC”) authority over nuclear-related impact assessments. While the CNSC has technical expertise in nuclear licensing, it lacks the broader expertise required for conducting a comprehensive and independent federal impact assessment.

Will you use your voice to ensure federal decision-making fully respects principles of environmental justice, Indigenous rights, and considerations of future generations? Please do not allow this unprecedented nuclear waste project to be fast-tracked. It is a matter of great importance to your constituents.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your response to these concerns.

Yours truly,

________________________________________________      

Print name: ______________________________________
Address: ________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________

